It’s kind of warm here, I’m in Southern California.
You’re lucky. What was your motivation to make “Roll On”? What gave the sparkle?

You know, I’m semi retired. I don’t know why I made this album. It’s my sixteenth album. I’m still alive, I guess that’s probably why I did it. I’m 70 year old now. I’m always playing guitar, writing songs and stuff, putting them on tape. That’s what that album is. I wouldn’t do it for the money or any anything like that. I just did it because that’s what I do. I enjoy playing music and making records. 
How much time did it take to make “Roll On” ?

I do things once in a while, I don’t sit down and do it as a job. I just kind of set around, play the guitar, write a song, put things together and pretty soon I have ten or twelve songs. And that’s kind of what the album is, there’s no plan to it. That’s probably why I don’t have more albums; I kind of do it when I feel like playing music. 

Does it mean that you do everything at home?

Certainly, I write most of the songs here at the house, but I do some the recording in a studio. I have a recording studio here where I live. I can hire musicians; I do that from time to time, when I have the energy.
“Roll On” sounds very fresh, like the album of a new comer. It sounds like you, but not like the album of a man who has been making music for decades. 
It’s really hard for me to judge, or to critic my own albums. I have a reason why it sounds the way it does, but I don’t put energy to try and figure out what I m’ doing. I just kind of do it and that’s it, and let somebody else judge. I don’t know how I did that. This album is like the first one for me, in the same stream. Some albums sound a little different, but I guess basically they all sound like me. I guess it sounding fresh is a good thing. But I don’t how I made. All the albums I made, they have that kind of sound because it’s me. This last album I made, this “Roll On”, it fits in, it’s from my point of view.

Even your voice sounds like the voice a young man. How do you manage that?

That’s the magic of the recording. I don’t sound that way when I’m playing live. You can manipulate the sound in a recording studio, you can’t do that when you’re in real time. I wasn’t intentionally trying to sound younger. That’s just the way each one of the songs sounded like to me. 

So, that’s the answer to the first question: you do records to sound younger, don’t you?
No, not intentionally, not really.

Do you need some special conditions to make music?

I have to be in the mood. Some days you don’t feel like playing music. You have to be in the mood, if you follow that. I like to sit down and play the guitar, the piano, whatever, write songs. But some days I don’t feel like doing something else. 
Do you play music everyday? What’s your daily relation to music?
Because I’m 70 years old, I try to play the guitar once in a while, to keep my chops at. I don’t do it everyday, but I always keep a guitar around me, just to entertain myself. Out of that come some songs, and eventually comes a record. 
Do you always play alone, or are you surrounded by musicians?

As far as the song-writing goes, I’m pretty much just by myself. 

When you’re not busy with music, what do you like to do, what are your hobbies?
I have a three acres piece of land here. That means mowing the lawn, keeping the house from falling down… I’m kind of in the middle of the desert here, so I have to keep everything watered. There’s a lot of domestic things. The laundry, fixing things… All that kind of things that everybody does, just regular kind of stuff that fills up your days. I don’t have any particular hobbies. My hobby, really, was playing music, but I turned that into a job. 
What is your first memory of music?

 Let’s see. When I was a kid, I used to listen to whatever they played on the radio. That was before television. Where I come from, in the middle part of The United States, Oklahoma, they played a lot of country-music. That was before Rock’n’Roll came along. 
Is there a musician in particular who gave you the passion of music?
No, I never thought like that. I never thought I would be a musician until I got to be older, and that’s what I ended up doing. When I started into music, I just took it like everybody else, and didn’t realize I was a musician until I was older. 
How do you imagine people listening to “Roll On”? Doing what?
I don’t know. Times have changed. There’s recorded music everywhere. If you go to eat somewhere, there’s music going on. I don’t know how people listen to music now. I presume they do it with their I-pods, with their earphones, when they’re exercising or walking. Probably on television, the internet, radio. It depends on how old they are. “Getting around the phonograph player” days are gone. There’s music everywhere now. On television, there’s music on commercials, there’s music in restaurants, in shopping centres. They do that to calm people down I guess, make a better atmosphere. But it seems like there’s so much music being played now, that people don’t really pay attention to it. 

Do you listen to music?

I do, from time to time. I listen to my own stuff to make a record. I’m always aware of the new young kids playing music. I listen to the radio in my car, and I get music at home via the internet or television.   
Did you experiment a lot with technology on this album?
On some of the songs, I did. I spent a lot of time mixing it, putting together all the sounds that are on tape or hard discs. I use modern technology, digital recording, now, like everybody else. I didn’t use to. I used to use analog, tape recorders. I’m basically also an engineer, so I have the knowledge to screw with modern technology, more than I need I guess. I try to make it sound real. 
The last song on “Roll On” is titled “Bring Down The Curtain”. Does it mean that it’s your last album?
No, not necessarily. I wrote that song, and liked it. It doesn’t mean anything. Everybody can relate to that title. You’re constantly closing down one thing and opening up something new. 
Do you still learn things about music?
Oh yes, there’s always more to learn than what you know. You never reach all the things that you can do with music, or as a musician. Every time I make a record, I learn some technical things. Technique is constantly changing; you have to keep up with it. When I seat down to play the guitar, play the piano, write a song or whatever, I always learn something new, because I’m always searching for some place I’ve never been. 
Is there a hidden side to your music? Things that you play for yourself but don’t put on records?

Yes, I play a lot of instrumental guitar, but I don’t put that on the records. The things that I put on the records are songs, which means you got to sing. To entertain myself, I just kind of play the guitar, and not open my mouth. 
What has been the most rewarding thing since you’re making music?

Getting through… I’ve been making music for so long, when I get through a project I’ve decided to take on, I’m always happy of it. I can listen to it like everybody else does, and not be involved in all the problems, all the things you have to do during the recording. 

When you were making your first album, how did you imagine yourself at age 70? 
I thought I would be dead… When I made this first album, I didn’t even know that it would come out as a record. I had no idea that I’d still be doing this at 70 years old. It still is a surprise, even now. I can’t believe I’m still doing what I do. Popular music is generally pretty much a young men’s game. I may sound like a young man, but I’m not. 
What advice would you give to a young musician who admires you?
There’s a lot more people playing music now than there was when I got into the record business. Today, you just have to keep at it. Most people who start playing music at a young age, they quit playing professionally. Because it very very hard to make a living playing music. A lot of people are playing music, but doing it as a career, as a way to pay your rent, it’s really hard, probably harder now. It’s really easy to quit, especially when you hit about 30, and start having kids and getting married. You have to get some way to pay your rent, and music is really rough. You just have to keep at it, that’s really hard to do. 
